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Advantages; 

1* This invention saves precious time k> the ordinary user, 
who wants to check e-mail count before decidiog/fclanning 
actions for a particular day. The user docs not have to wajt 
for the application software and OS software to be loaded 
and initialised. 

2. With more and more functionality being introduced 
into the BIOS software, this invention may pave the way for 
low cost e-mail count devices which substitute for a personal 
computer system. 

3. In B2C scenario* this invention would be helpful in 
advance planning, 

4. This invention can be extended to other large computer 
systems and similar benefits derived there from. 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A computing system comprising: 
a processor; 

memory storage; 

input aod output devices; 

a network interface adapter Tor connecting the computing m 

system lo a remote email server via a network; and 
a basic input/output system (BIOS) for booting the com- 
puting system, wherein the BIOS includes 
communicating means for communicating with the 
network adapter, wherein the communicating means 2$ 
accesses the remote email server through the net- 
work during the booting of the computer system 
using said network adapter, and downloads, during 
the booting of the computing system, email headers 
from the remote email server on said network; 
means for parsing the email headers during the booting of 
the computing system to extract an email count for a 
user, and 

a means to display the email count during the booting of 
the computer system for the user in a defined forma V 

2. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the commu- 
nication with said remote email server is through TCP/IP 
protocol. 

3. A system as claimed in claim 1 further comprising 
configuration means for configuring of the system during a ao 
certain operation prior to the booting of the computing 
system. 

4. In a computing system including a display, a network 
adapter and basic input/output system (BIOS) connected to 

a remote email server through a network, a method for 45 
accessing email count during booting of the computer sys- 
tem, the method comprising: 

booting the computing system by the BIOS; 

communicating with the network adapter, wherein the 
communicating includes accessing the network during 



30 



35 



the booting of the computer system, by the BIOS using 
said network adapter, and downloading, by the BIOS 
during the booting of the computer system, email 
headers from the remote email server on said network; 
parsing the email headers by the BIOS during the booting 
of the computer system to extract an email count for a 
user; and 

displaying, by the BIOS during the booting of the com- 
puter system, the email count for tbe user in a defined 
format on the display of said computing system- 
5. A method as claimed in claim 4 wherein the commu- 
nication with said remote email server is through TCP/IP 
protocol. 

6\ A method as claimed in claim 4 further comprising 
configuring users of the system during a certain operation 
prior to the booting of the computing system* 

7. A computer program product comprising computer • 
readable program code stored on computer readable storage + " y ^ 
medium embodied therein for causing a computing system * if 
tn access «n email count during booting of the j^rjp"^"^ 
systemrsajo computer program code comprising? * 

basic input/output system (BIOS) computer readable pro- ■ 
gram code means configured for performing booting* 
the computing system wherein the BIOS computer' 
readable program code mtjaos includes: * 

computer readable program code means configured for ■ 
communicating with a network adapter, wherein the ■ 
communicating includes accessing a remote email * 
server through a network during the booting of the • 
computing system u>ing said network adapter, and* 
downloading, during the booting of the computing * 
system* email headers from the remote email server on • 
said network; 

computer readable program code means configured for ■ 
parsing the email headers during the booting of the * 
computing system to c^actcmail count (For a user: and 

computer readable program code means courtgured for" 
displaying, during the booting of the computing sy&* 
tem, tbe email coual for the user in n defined format on 
a display of said computing system. 

8. A computer program product as claimed in claim 7 
wherein said computer readable program code means is 
configured for communicating with tbe network adapter 
through a TCP/IP protocol. 

9. A computer program product &$ claimed in claim 1 
further comprising computer readable program code means 
for con6guring users of tbe system during a certain opera- 
tion prior to the booting of the computing system. 
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